One of Jan Bremmer's many scholarly interests concerns the topic of martyrdom. He has produced important case studies of singular early Christian martyrdom writings. Together with Jan den Boeft he has written a series of most useful notes that offer new perspectives on details in early Christian martyrdoms. He has also reflected on issues of continuity between martyrdom traditions through the ages in various religious contexts. And in at least one study he has focused upon the origin of noble death traditions concerning Jesus in the New Testament. 1 As a token of gratitude for his rich contribution to the study of martyrdom I would like to contribute to this volume in Jan Bremmer's honor with a study of the reception of Daniel  and  and the Maccabean martyrdoms in Hebrews .
I forego a discussion of the literary forms of the tales in Daniel  and  and the martyrdoms in  Maccabees :-: and simply take as point of departure for my analysis that all these texts have been interpreted as martyrdoms by early Christians. :--: and  Maccabees. 3 However, many of these references are imprecise and it often remains unclear whether they concern parallels, the use of common tradition or the incorporation of elements from these earlier passages. 4 Before starting my analysis I will briefly discuss the distinctions between various types of literary interdependence and the use of common tradition. 5 It is important to be as precise as possible about the use of Daniel  and  and  Maccabees :-: in Hebrews :-. 6 Ideally, every survey of early Christian use of Jewish martyrdom traditions should differentiate between various kinds of reception. The appropriation of Jewish martyrdom vocabulary and motifs should be analyzed in contrast with the use of quotations, allusions or paraphrases. Whether or not these are implicit or explicit forms of literary interdependence should also be established. 
